Medicare's Therapeutic Shoe Bill

intreduction

According o the American Diabetes Association, there are approximately 16 million Amenicans with diabetes,
Unfortunately, this number continues (o grow, Twentyv-five percent of persons with diabetes develop foot problems
related to the disease. Recognizing this problem, Congress approved the Medicare Therapeutic Shoe Bill, helping
thousands of persons with dinbetes obtain protective footwear and inserts.

Medicare Beneficiary Eligibility
Medicane covers diabetic shocs, insens and masdi fications for program bencficianes only ifthe following criteria ane maet:
(8} The patient has dinbetes and one or more of the following conditions:;

Previous amputation of the ether [oof, or part of eiiher oo, or

History of previous foot ulcerntion of cither fool, or

History of pre-ulcerative calluses of either foot, or

Peripheral neuropathy with evidence of callus formation of ¢ither fim, or
Foot deformity of either food, or

Poor circulation i either fent; and

(b)) The cerifyving phvsician who s managing the patient®s sysiemic disbetes condition has certified that (1) one or moere of the
indicstions required by (o) above ore present, (2] e or she is treating the patient under & comprehensive plan of care for his or
her diabetes, and (3) the patient needs dinbetic shoes, inserts or modilications.

Coverage Limitations

For Medicane beneliciaries mecting crileris deseribed above, coverage is limited to osnie of the olbaweng within 1 caleindar veai:
1 par of off-the-shell’ depth shoes and 3 additional pairs of multi-density insens.

I pair of off-the-shelf depth shees including a modification, and 2 additional pairs of mult-density mserts.

I pair of custem-malded shoes and 2 additional pair of multi-densiiy inseris,
Documentation Requirements

Medicare program cormiers generally require the following before reimbursement wall be mode for shoes, mserts or modifications
furnizhed 1o a program beneficiary,

# A cenificaion of medical necessity from the physician whe manages the patient’s dinberes, which cerifies that the
patierit (o) has dighetes mellitus, (b hos at least one of the gualifving comnditions, (2] 15 being trested under a
comprehensive plun of care for his or ber disbetes, ad (d) needs disbetic shoes, Medicare carriers recommend thi
suppliers use the Medicare approved “Stntement of Centifving Physicion for Therapeutic Shoes™ fiorm to ful fill this
reguiremeiil,

* A preseopiion for o particular type of Footwenr (e.z., shoes, imserts, madifications] from a podiatrist or physician wleo is
knowledgeable in the fiiting of dinbetic shoes and inserts. Supplices are roquired 1o keep fle copics of signed and dated
phvsicinm preseriptians,

Furnishing The Footwear

The fostwenr must be fitted and fumished by a podintrist or other qualified individunl, such as 8 pedonhist, ertholist, or
proathetist. The certifying physicion may mot furnish the foobwear unless he or she proctices in a defined rural area or health

professional shortage ares, The prescribing physician may be the supplier.

Additiemal requirements may apply. You showld consult a qualified expent or Medicare for more information.

The anlermiation sontamad Bendin m a smsmary o selbici MoBsand miles dind polsdgs, amd 1§ ilkndad Tor infoimlion peeposcs only, Foar scomprdhicnsive of
authivritative geidanee, phease comsull Medicare program represematives and publications.



